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July 10 1947

Honorable James E,¥%ebb,
Director, Bureau of the Budget,
¥ashlngton, D.C.

My dear Mr,Webb:

This i1a ip respoase 1o your rejuest fr the views of the ilep-
artment of Justice concerning the enclosed propcsed recommendation
©f the Navy Departmeant relative t¢ an agcompanying drart of e
proposed bill "To smend Seotlion 605 of the Gommuﬁ?cations sct of
4924 in order to incrcase the security of the United 3tstes and
for other purposes.”

The bill would authorize the war and Ravy Depertmen*s,and "suoh
other governmental sgenclies™ of the ;overnment as may be deasignated
by the Fresldent as netiocnsl defense and security agencies, to
intercept, receive, and utilize in the interest ot nazionai security,
under such rules and regulations as may be apyroved by the Pres-
ident, the contents of any communication which is transmitted by
wire or redio.

The proposed letier of the Navy Department states that existing
law (47 U.3.C. 605) protects the secrecy of communications which
possibly contain matier detrimental to the ssefety of the Nation,
that the need for remedial leglslation hae heen emphasized in a
congressional report ou the investigatlion of the attacx on Pearl
Harbor, and recommends the enactment of the proposed bill,

The authority contain:d in the proposal 1s obviously of sugh a
nature that the utmost disoretion would be reguirsd in its exercise,
and 1t 1s belleved that 1t would be luadvisable to place it in the
hands of 80 indefinite and broud a class of agencles as the present
language of the proposed bill wight permit, Ilence, it is suge
gested thut the ugeneoies whioh w.uld exercice tiie authority should
be specifically designstod im the bill, thus removing any doubt as
to their ldentity, If later it should be counsidered advisaile to
extend tie authorlty to other specific agencles, the legislation
could be amended accordingly,

It 15 suggested, thersfore, that the proressd vill be amended
by etrikiog out everything arter the words "Provided further® and
substituting the followlng in lieu thercof:

#*Thet thils section shall not epply to tie interceptios,
receipt, or utilization in the interests of nationsl
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seourity, by the Milltary Intelligence Division of the
far Department, the Office of Navel Intelligence of the
Nagvy Depsriment, or the Yederesl Bureau of Investigetion
8! the Dapartment of Justice, or the contents of any
gommunication by wire or redioc under such rules and
regulations as may be approved by the President.”

Binoersly yours,

Douglas W,MeGregor
The Aseistsnt to the ittornsy General,

SOPY
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